Motorcycle Safety

Motorcycles can be fun to ride and may get better gas mileage than cars or trucks.  However, a motorcycle will provide virtually no protection in a crash.

If you choose to ride a motorcycle:

· Attend a motorcycle rider-train​ing course to learn how to ride with skill and be safe.
· ALWAYS wear eye protection and a Department of Transportation (DOT)-approved helmet.
· Don’t use alcohol when planning to ride a motorcycle.  Even a small amount of alcohol slows your reflexes!
Follow these rules on the road: 
· Treat other motorists with courtesy and respect. 

· Don’t tailgate. 

· Don’t ride between lanes of slow-moving or stopped traffic. 

· Know and obey state and local traffic laws. 

· Use turn signals.
· Don’t suddenly brake or turn. 
· Check the rearview mirrors before changing lanes or stopping. 
· Be very alert at intersections.  About half of all motorcycle crashes with cars happen there! 

· Maintain a safe speed according to your skill level and the driving conditions.

· Watch the road surface and traffic ahead to be ready for problems and road hazards.  
· Be more careful when riding in bad weather, on slippery surfaces, and when encountering obstacles on the road.
Experienced motorcycle riders advise new riders to drive as though others on the road can’t see them. 

BE SAFE!

Adapted from the U.S. DOT brochure: “Motorcycle Safety”, revised December 2007.  http://www.nhtsa.gov/DOT/NHTSA/Traffic%20Injury%20Control/Articles/Associated%20Files/807709.pdf 
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